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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
“St. John will do whatever it takes for the sake of God’s Kingdom.”
We accomplish this by:
RELY(ing) on God; RELATE (ing) to each other as Christ taught;
RESPOND (ing) to His grace with the help of the Holy Spirit

COVID-19 Worship Guidelines
Welcome to St. John! During these challenging times we have tried to create a worship experience
that helps us worship in a safe manner and is considerate and loving of our fellow believers in
Christ. We do ask that you adhere to a few guidelines that are in place for your safety as well as the
safety of others around you. We ask, regardless of your opinion on these difficult issues, to follow
the guidelines listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please use hand sanitizer when entering the building.
Please wear a mask for your safety and others.
Please stay socially distanced in your selection of seating and please allow room for others who
arrive later, by moving toward the middle section of the pew.
We ask that you don’t sing, but hum or mouth the words as they are sung by our music leaders. If
you do want to sing, please wear your mask in consideration of others.
For Holy Communion make sure your used all-in-one communion cup and any other trash is placed
in your baggies and discarded in the trash can when you exit the building.
Please adhere to our exit strategy below:

Front of Sanctuary
Exit Here

Exit Here
(First 4 rows)
(Last 4 rows)

Exit Here

(First 3 rows)
(Last 4 rows)
Exit Here
Back of Sanctuary

To Parking Lot Entrance

To Overhang Area
Thank you for following these simple guidelines. We appreciate your understanding and your
consideration of others as we navigate through these trying and difficult times.

If You Are a Visitor:
We thank you for worshipping with us today! If you would like to be part of our daily distribution of
devotions and prayers from our Elders, please fill out the form at the back of this bulletin and leave
it on your seat. If you do not have a writing implement available, we do have some pencils located
on a table in the Narthex. You can fill the form out there and place it in the basket when complete.
Thank you and you are always free to speak to the Pastor after the service or you can email him any
questions you may have considering the ministry of St. John at pstrcosgrove@comcast.net
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LAST SUNDAY
OF THE CHURCH YEAR
November 22, 2020
11:00 am

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND TIME OF GREETING

 PREPARATION 
Congregation stands

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
P Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
C let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
P Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving!
C For the LORD is a great God.
P Oh come, let us worship and bow down.
C For He is our God,
P and we are the people of His pasture,
C and the sheep of His hand.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Indeed, our heavenly Father has called us to be His people. He has led us to
green pastures and still waters. Yet, there have been times when we have
treated our fellow sheep with disdain, when we have wandered away from our
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Shepherd. But our Good Shepherd does not abandon us, and we confess our
sins before Him and one another.
Silence for reflection.

P Heavenly Father,
C we confess that we have wandered away from You. We confess that we
have acted shamefully toward our brothers and sisters in Christ. We have
sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed by our
inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might follow
You to the green pastures and still waters of everlasting life.
P Our heavenly Father has heard Your confession and sent His only Son, Jesus, to
be our Good Shepherd. Jesus searches for each one of His sheep. He brings
back those who have strayed. He binds up the injured. He even lays down His
life for the sheep. By Christ’s death and resurrection, God forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

OPENING SONG

“This Is Amazing Grace”

(words on screen)

 WORD 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Congregation is seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his
sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue
them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country.
14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
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pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd
of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them
in justice.” 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side
and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered
them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will
judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.
24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.

EPISTLE READING
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to
be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.”
But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted
who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him,
then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection
under him, that God may be all in all.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Congregation stands

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 25:31-46
31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the
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nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then
the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 41“Then he will say
to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’
44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he
will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED

(words on screen)

Congregation is seated

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

MESSAGE

WORSHIP AND PRAISE

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”

(words on screen)

Living in The End Times – Being Generous
“Take My Life”
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(words on screen)

Congregation stands

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

 LORD’S SUPPER 
PREFACE

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

(words on screen)

LORD'S PRAYER

(words on screen)

THE PEACE OF THE LORD

(words on screen)

Congregation is seated

As the Pastor leads you, reveal each portion of the communion cup and partake of
God’s grace and forgiveness to you.

 WE DEPART IN PEACE 
Congregation stands

BENEDICTION

CLOSING SONG

“I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”

DISMISSAL

(words on screen)

(words on screen)
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POSTLUDE
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

Pastor: Tab E. Cosgrove
Director of Spiritual Growth (DSG): Denise Wright
Audio/Visual Specialist: Mike Pearl
Parish Administrator: Sherry Gable
DSG Ministry Assistant: Chris Hanes
Music: Brooke LaNasa

“Whatever It Takes” for the sake of God’s Kingdom!
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